the greatest number of observations upon the progress of this disease." He then quotes his words: " The cauliflowers of the uterus first described by John Clarke are not one of the ordinary forms of cancer, but a peculiar excrescence of the female sexual organs. Itpresents some analogy to cancer of the lip, so much so that, like it, it is at first purely local, nowise constitutional; but later it assumes a cancerous character, infiltrating gradually the healthy parts of the affected organ, and at last completely destroying it, producing death from profuse haemorrhages and suppuration." Again : "The same degeneration is found in the vagina, but much more rarely than in the uterus; from analogy we must call them cancroid of the vagina. Its surface, finely divided, resembles the brains of small animals, or, according to Clarke, cauliflowers." But I would ask your readers who took the trouble to read the correspondence alluded to of the 17th inst., whether scientific truth is likely to be discovered by the style and tone adopted by Dr. Snow Beck. I am wondering whether he thought so too. Bowerbank, in continuation of those inserted in THE LANCET of January 10th, would of course be greatly enhanced if we had at the same time similar jottings from the naval and military medical officers in the island, to enable us to know the exact occurrences respecting this outbreak in other localities in Jamaica besides the town of Kingston. If our brethren in the two public services and in civil life could uniformly act together in the way of mutual interchange of information about epidemiological phenomena, no small benefit would accrue to our knowledge of the etiology of many diseases, as well as of their topographical and geographical distribution. 11 Since August last, exclusive of the Public Hospital, I reckon that there have been 22 cases of yellow fever in the city of Kingston and the parish of St. Andrews. Of these, 7 have been in females, and 15 in males. 12 of the patients were adults, and 10 youths or children, the youngest being between three and four years of age. 9 were from Europe (6 males and 3 females), 2 from Canada, and 2 from the United States. 9 were natives of Jamaica, and of these 1 was a male adult, 7 were male youths or children, and 1 was a -(?) 8 of these last had never been off the island, and 1 had returned from a visit to Europe a few months before being attacked. Of the 9 natives, 6 were white and 3 were coloured ; none were blacks or negroes.
"The mortality has been as follows :-Of the 22 cases, 9
were fatal, 11 have recovered, and 2 are now convalescent.
Of the 9 patients who died, 5 were adults (4 males and 1 female), and 4 were youths or children (3 males and 1 female). Among the adult victims, 1 was a naval officer, another was a paymaster from Port Royal, a third was a civil engineer, a fourth a mate of a vessel from Canada, and the fifth the wife of a constabulary officer. 3 of the youths (male) who died were creoles-i.e., born in the island; and the remaining fatal case was in a girl, about eight years of age, from New York. The 2 earliest cases which occurred in Kingston were in two young lads who, with another in company, went on to Port Royal, and exposed themselves a gocd deal on the palisades to the sun. Two of them were attacked and died; the third has escaped. &deg;' The type of the fever has been severe; death has occurred most frequently at an early stage, about the third or fourth day. The engineer died on the tenth day. The internal use of carbolic acid from an early stage throughout the disease has, it seems to me, proved the most beneficial and trustworthy drug I have hitherto employed in the treatment of yellow fever. " The weather has been peculiarly oppressive ; there has been a complete absence of sea breeze, with a great deal of west wind, which here is generally insalubrious. Whether the breaking up of the streets and gutters in Kingston and St. Andrews for the purpose of laying down water-pipes, &c., has had anything to do with this outbreak of fever it is not easy to decide, but it seems not improbable.
,,It is rumoured that the fever has been very fatal at Port Royal, but I have no authentic knowledge of the disease there. I observe that the president of the Epidemiological Society, Dr. Smart, R.N., has recently stated that in August negroes were dying of yellow fever in Jamaica. With regard to the military in the island, I hear that several white men have died at Newcastle (nearly 4000 feet above sea level) of fever, but of what kind of fever I have not been informed. At Up-Park Camp it is said there has been no fatal case, but I cannot speak with certainty." Whether this outbreak of yellow fever in Jamaica be a local event, or be but one manifestation of a wide-spread diffusion of the pestilence in the Caribbean Gulf and the adjoining mainland, is a topic of much interest, but for the solution of which we have yet no data, as far as I know, beyond the fact of its recent severe prevalence in various parts of the Southern States of the American Union. SIR,-In your admirable biographical notice of the late Dr. Phillips it is said that medicine counts another victim, and that for three weeks previous to his death he had spent every night in attendance upon a patient at some distance in the country, and working as best as he could in the day. Now those who, like myself, know the circumstances of the case, would warn your younger readers not to draw from this a false moral as to the injurious effects of legitimate hard work. Hard work never killed anyone ; there are so many hours in the day allotted to labour, and so many to rest. If, therefore, no continued refreshing sleep be obtained for three weeks, the penalty must be paid. Ought a physician to make this sacrifice for his patient ? There are times of epidemics when a medical man must run into danger, and there are individual cases of emergency where without a thought he risks his life; but is a hysterical lady by payment of large fees to be instrumental in endangering the life of a member of our honourable profession? The lady is pleased to spend a fortune on gynaecologists, and always have one at her beck and call during night and day. Some of the elder members, grown too wise, would not submit to her exhortations, but the temptation was too great for a rising young physician. I feel justly indignant when I think how my friend had thus allowed his life to be endangered, and I would ask once more your younger readers to draw the true moral from the tale, which is apparent on the surface, and not that true legitimate work is injurious to SIR,-The first paragraph of Dr. Barnes's letter in your last number on the discussion on Py&aelig;mia at the Clinical Society refers to me. I was quite aware that Mr. Tudor had written a letter to THE LANCET "On the Hygienic Condition of the Dreadnought Hospital-ship." I have re-read the letter, which was published in thejournal for April 9th,
1869.
Dr. Barnes states that Mr. Tudor's letter shows that, in the year 1857-8, and the year 1858-9, under the excellent r&eacute;gime enforced by Mr. Tudor, the hospital was almost entirely free from pysemia. I do not in any degree call in question the excellence of Mr. Tudor's rigime, of which I was a daily admiring observer, but direct attention to these very important facts:
(a) The old Dreadnought was sent away to be broken up, and the new hospital-ship, Claledonia, was occupied January 26th, 1857, for the first time; (b) that the cases reported belonged to the first two years of the new ship. Mr. Tudor does not describe the state of the hospital prior to 1857, nor subsequent to 1858. It would have been strange indeed if the clean fresh ship, with improved accommodation and ventilation, had been no healthier than the old, which had been condemned. I am. Sir. vours faithfullv. JOHN CROFT. Brook-street, Grosvenor-square, Feb. 2nd, 1874. BIRMINGHAM.
(From our own Correspondent.) BIRMINGHAM enjoys at the present moment the unenviable notoriety of having a higher death-rate-34 per 10'00-than any of the large towns of the kingdom. Perhaps some clue to the high mortality may be afforded by the disgracefully unclean state of the streets. At a recent discussion in the Town Council one member after another got up and proclaimed that the ward he represented was the dirtiest and most neglected in the town. All cannot bear the palm, but now that public attention has been called to the subject, probably some steps will be taken to prevent each an accumulation of slush and mud as has been seen in all the streets, from the most public to the least frequented, during the last few months.
A recommendation of the Sanitary Committee that the whole of the services of Dr. Hill, the medical officer o health and borough analyst, should be given to the town. and that one-half of the salary of &pound;1000 per annum should be paid by the Local Government Board, was, for various reasons, rejected, and the report was referred back to the committee for reconsideration. The question must soon come up for settlement, and when it does it is to be hoped that no foolish fea.r of centralisation or of improper interference by the Local Government Board will cause the Council to throw out this very reasonable proposal for securing the exclusive services of Dr. Hill. There is ample work to fill the entire time of at least one officer of health in a town which numbers 350,000 inhabitants. Vice-Chancellor Bacon, before whom the sewage question has been brought again and again at the instance of Sir Charles Adderley, is at length satisfied that the corporation are earnestly carrying out the directions of the court, and executing such mechanical and chemical operations for the purification of the sewage as will render the effluent water which flows into the River Tame comparatively pure and inodorous. Dr. Corfield, the newly-appointed lecturer on the laws of health, has done service by calling attention to the subject of small-pox and vaccination. After quoting statistics to show what ravages small-pox had produced in past ages, he showed that this town was now suffering to a much greater degree than it ought to be if vaccination and revaccination were efficiently carried out. The mortality from small-pox in Birmingham was quoted by him at 6'4 per cent.; but this is not accurate, the death-rate from that cause being just above 2 per cent. Still, if efficient precautions are taken, there is no reason why the disease should be seen on the death register at all.
The surgeons of the Birmingham and Midland Eye Hospital have issued a circular soliciting donations of works on ophthalmology and allied subjects, for the establishment of a library and museum, which shall be open to all members of the profession and also to the students of the hospital. So useful an object deserves consideration at the hands of the profession in the Midland Counties, and will, it is to be hoped, meet with hearty support.
At the last meeting of the Midland Medical Society, Dr. Thomas exhibited an interesting specimen of aneurism of the thoracic aorta; Mr. West presented the bones removed in a case of resection of the knee, which had proved successful, firm bony union taking place in six weeks; Dr.
Carter made some " Clinical Remarks on Faradisation," and Dr. Sawyer brought forward 11 Notes and Observations on Laryngeal Affections."
The annual dinner of the old and new students of Queen's College was held on the 26th inst., at the Royal Hotel, when upwards of sixty gentlemen met and enjoyed very pleasant evening, under the presidency of Dr. Russell.
Birmingham, Jan. 26th, 1874.
PARIS.
(From our own Correspondent.) ON Tuesday last Professor Lorain delivered his maidei lecture in the Chair of the History of Medicine. A larg audience had met on the occasion, and more than oncl drowned the Professor's voice with their sympathetic plaudits. M. Lorain, instead of adopting the pompous high-flown style of oratory usually & a g r a v e ; Za mode for inaugura lectures, chose an easy, familiar, chatty manner whicl proved eminently successful. He has selected for the sub ject of his winter course a question of great interest in it self, and which will certainly acquire additional interest a: it will be viewed by the lecturer from past ages down tc contemporary times. This first lecture of M. Lorain was. however, one of generalities, and more especially devoted to the consideration of the value and advantages of his. torical studies in medicine. The origin of the words em. ployed in medicine, and the biography of men who have at.
tached their names to great discoveries in medicine, should, he said, be generally known. Alluding to points of present medical practice, he showed the importance of knowing the causes of changes both in theory and practice. If Broussais had been told that in 1874 not one lancet could be found among the medical officers and students of a large hospital, he would have had an attack of apoplexy. In like manner cauteries, issues, and blisters with which children used to be tortured were now abolished. The changes due to the study of morbid anatomy, auscultation, and percussion were next rapidly reviewed. The influence of physiology was forcibly shown, and ia connexion therewith the lecturer expressed his regret that the School of Medicine and the Paris hospitals had not secured a man like Claude Bernard, who, like many others, had found it impossible to submit to the "corset" of public competition.
The " School of Observation," and the valuable services rendered by Louis and his disciples, were next alluded to. The microscope, at first so warmly resisted by Velpeau, was now in the hands of every clinician. The necessity of having numerous laboratories and pathological museums was insisted on, and the lecturer mentioned with praise the excellent museums of England. He then reached the particular theme which he had adopted for his lectures-viz., Fever, and spoke of the vicissitudes which attend discoveries at their birth. When Andral made known, in 1839, that human temperature during rigor was higher than in the normal state, it astonished everyone. Yet Haen had, in the commencement of the eighteenth century, devoted ten pages to the very same phenomenon. He had made researches on the subject of temperature which, during a long period, were entirely forgotten.
On Sunday there was a general meeting of the Association of Medical Men of the Seine to consider various objects of interest. The meeting was presided over by M. Beclard, who took the chair formerly occupied by the regretted Nelaton. The General Secretary, M. Orfila, first read a report on the finances of the Association, which were shown to be very satisfactory. Among the sums of money recently given to the Helping Fund of the Association was one of 20,000 francs by Nelaton's widow, and there was a round of applause when the secretary added that the heir to the name, who is now a student of medicine, had promised a further sum of 10,000 francs to be paid down the day he should get his diploma. A subject of much importance was next discussed and decided. The Association thinks that its funds are now sufficiently large to enable it to come forward more liberally to the help of impoverished medical men and their families.
